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· supports the need for rich, challenging pre-service courses that focus strongly on discipline knowledge and pedagogical content knowledge. NEAT is concerned about the number of hours currently allocated by the University to subjects / disciplines / curriculum areas. NEAT believes that the quality of pre-service courses (including the time dedicated to subjects / disciplines / curriculum areas) should be rigorously evaluated and action taken to improve their quality if necessary.

· endorses pre-tertiary English as a pre-requisite for entry, but strongly believes that all teachers need deep knowledge of the disciplines they teach. 

· believes that a pre-tertiary Mathematics subject and a pre-tertiary Science subject are highly desirable for all entrants. This should be reviewed as a requirement in the future.

· believes that all teachers of upper level secondary subjects should graduate with the understanding and capability to enable them to teach pre-tertiary syllabuses.  

· supports the view that middle school teachers need deep knowledge of the disciplines they teach. The content of pre-service courses for middle schooling should address this need. 

· believes that the teaching of pre-service courses should be of the highest quality and endorses the statement on page 5 of the document: “It is expected … that those involved in the development and delivery of approved teacher education courses have current knowledge of and experience in relevant disciplines, curriculum and pedagogy in contemporary schooling.” A process needs to be developed to ensure that this expectation is met.

· endorses the statement on page 7 of the document that, in developing programs, “the University is urged to seek the views of both employing authorities and peak professional associations to ensure that courses accord with what is expected of teachers in contemporary schools.”

· endorses the statement on page 10 of the document that “all student teachers will have a pre-graduation assessment of their teaching practice, and only those who have demonstrated satisfactory teaching skills against the graduate standards will be awarded a teaching degree.”

· endorses the screening process for teachers, but feels the requirements of the interview process need to be clarified (including the selection and training of interviewers).  NEAT feels that selection of Year 12 students should take account of other evidence, such as a school statement about their suitability for teaching.  

· believes that selection processes for mature students need to be extremely rigorous.  

· believes that the Graduate Teacher Standards should link to existing standards developed by the professional associations (such as Standards for Mathematics and Standards for teaching English Language and Literacy in Australia [STELLA]).

· believes that the University should consider the requirement of a minimum score for entry into teaching.
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