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Being a recipient of a Neat Scholarship, I was fortunate enough this year to attend the ANCOS Creating New Blends conference in Adelaide from the 3rd - 8th of January. The conference was held at the Immanuel College in Novar Gardens. I have been teaching primary music for twenty-one years and have been an active member of TOSA since I started. The biannual national Orff-Schulwerk conference always provides music teachers with excellent professional development, and this year was certainly no exception. We were fortunate enough to have four featured presenters this year: Lynn Kleiner from the USA, Lenka Pospisilova from Prague, Reinhold Wersching from Salzburg, and Sarah Reeve from Sydney.

The conference began with an opening ceremony with the usual speeches welcoming conference participants, and a wonderful performance from the South Australian Public Primary Schools choir. The song ‘Let’s Cook’ was commissioned for the conference and composed by Glyn Lehmann. It was a fun song that explored elements of different musical styles of various countries and blended them together. The enthusiasm of the performers was obvious and contagious. We were all invited to join in with the choir in the chorus which we did with great gusto. However I’m not sure that the contribution of the participants enhanced the performance. The children were doing quite well without us. 

The four featured presenters were all excellent. We had many fantastic sessions, all brilliantly demonstrating the Orff process, which encourages imagination and creativity through the process of co-operative music making. You can’t help but be impressed and inspired by the creativity, passion and the sense of fun these teachers possess. Their methods of musical analysis, breaking it down into its basic elements, and helping students develop their understanding of musical concepts in so many varied ways are amazing. To top it all off it is all done with so much fun. I am so fortunate to have a profession where my professional development involves singing, dancing, playing music, and playing games.

I have learnt a lot from this conference. Of particular interest to me were ideas to encourage listening, and development of vocal skills and improvisation skills. As well as gathering many helpful resources, it’s great to see the processes used by various teachers, and to be able to take these processes and modify and apply them to suit my own style of teaching.

As I stated earlier I have been a member of TOSA for twenty-one years and I currently serve as the president. I am very proud of our organisation. I believe we deliver the best professional development for primary music teachers in this state. It has been an invaluable support to me in my career. I would encourage any music teachers who are not members of TOSA to join up. You can find details on our website at www.ancos.org.au and go to the TOSA link.

I would like to thank NEAT for making this possible for me. It was a very enjoyable and worthwhile conference. Definitely some of the best professional development I have ever received. 

