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Karen Clark appointed as Teaching Australia Communications Manager

NEAT is pleased to inform members that Karen Clark has been appointed as Communications Manager with Teaching Australia. Karen has been an active supporter of NEAT for many years and has contributed significantly to the work of the Executive and to the Values Education project. An assistant principal at Hobart College and strong supporter of the Tasmanian Association for the teaching of English, Karen will be missed by professional colleagues and students alike. We wish her well in her new position and look forward to ongoing communication with her. Bronwen Bowman has agreed to fill Karen’s position on the Executive until the AGM. 
NEAT Website

The NEAT website www.neat.tas.edu.au contains key information and important links. If you would like information to be included on the site, please contact Charles Morgan. 

If this newsletter is addressed to the wrong person or is sent to the wrong address, please notify Wendy Ross so that our records can be corrected.
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From the President

The main business of the Executive this year continues to be the management of NEAT projects, reporting on involvement in meetings, initiatives and committees, and future planning. NEAT has responded to papers and proposals on a range of initiatives and proposals, including Teaching Australia activities, National Professional Teaching Standards, National Accreditation of Teacher Education Programs and National curriculum. NEAT has also participated actively in AJCPTA strategic planning, especially the promotion of professional associations.

Recently, The Minister for Education’s office approached me to discuss ways of strengthening its relationship with NEAT. As a consequence, the NEAT Executive developed a proposal that could bring positive benefits to both parties. This outlined ‘in kind’ support including:

· access to the global address list, info-stream, printing and photocopying

· access to DoE booking systems and meeting venues

· access to some administrative support

· a sliding scale of financial support for national conferences held in Tasmania

· a part-time funded position for an Executive Officer.

We are currently awaiting a response from the Minister on this proposal.

The Executive is seeking feedback on the possibility of a NEAT members’ conference in 2008. The conference would include a common stream for all member professional associations, but also enable each association to offer a specialised thread within the overall conference. The purpose is to bring the associations together to explore common issues and to strengthen their combined voice. It would also enable members to pool their resources and engage a major guest speaker. Bernard Knight is coordinating this initiative and would appreciate feedback on the idea.

I would like to thank the members of the NEAT Executive for their hard work on behalf of the network and I look forward to seeing members at meetings during the rest of the year. 


NEAT offers its members:

· contact with the broader educational community

· opportunities to share issues of common interest

· a combined voice on national and state educational issues

· help with online communication

· reduced insurance costs for your association 

· free hosting of your association website

· access to national funding.

Member associations of NEAT are also members of the Australian Joint Council of Professional Teaching Associations (AJCPTA).

Summer Schools

In July 2007 the Department of Education, Science and Training called for expressions of interest from organisations and consortia capable of delivering the Australian Government Summer Schools for Teachers. Summer schools will be in the areas of Literacy and numeracy, English, Science, Mathematics and Australian history.

Applications are open to all classroom teachers registered with government and non-government authorities, including teachers in identified leadership positions, specialist teachers, principals, deputy principals and assistant principals where at least half their allocation involves teaching.

To apply for the Summer Schools, complete the online application form at www.summerschools.dest.gov.au. Applications close 17 October 2007.

NEAT Appoints Project Manager, Values Education

NEAT is pleased to announce that Ellen Rees has been appointed to this position. A part time teacher at Hobart College, Ellen will be providing ongoing information to members, coordinating professional learning activities and preparing reports for NEAT. Ellen brings a great deal of expertise and youthful enthusiasm to this position and can be contacted at ellen.rees@education.tas.gov.au. She will work closely with Values Contact Officer Jan Kiernan.

2008 National Awards for Quality Schooling 

The Awards are open to all teachers, principals, support staff members and schools at pre-primary, primary and secondary levels.  The Awards recognise and reward excellence in Australian schools.  In 2008 there will be 64 prizes in seven categories:

Individual awards

· Excellence by a Teacher 

· Excellence by a Beginning Teacher 

· Excellence in Teacher Leadership 

· Excellence by a Principal 

· Excellence by a Support Staff Member 



School awards

· Excellence in School Improvement 

· Excellence in Family School Partnerships 

For further information free call 1800 131 323 or email awards@austcolled.com.au. Applications close on October 15.

National Teaching Standards Forum: Melbourne, July 2007

One of the greatest benefits we receive as members of NEAT is the opportunity for us to communicate with professional in other states and territories. NEAT is aligned with the Australian Joint Council of Professional Teacher Associations (AJCPTA) which in turn has representation on Teaching Australia. Although there is a political dimension to Teaching Australia it does provide teachers with an opportunity to develop materials which will be of value to the teaching profession throughout Australia.

One of the major tasks to be undertaken by Teaching Australia has been to develop national professional standards for advanced teaching and principals. On the 29th and 30th July 2007. I was fortunate enough to represent NEAT at a forum in Melbourne to consider aspects of the Standards. At the forum there was an excellent representation of people from many areas of the teaching profession. Vi McLean from the Queensland University of Technology set the basis for the forum by outlining some of the background related to developing standards in teaching and school leadership. A number of professional associations then had the opportunity to outline the work that they have done in developing standards for their membership. Delegates at the forum undertook a range of group tasks to consider the elements of the model.

In the first session, we looked at the actual Charter for the teaching profession. Groups considered the national professional standards for advanced teaching and school leadership (March 2007). We considered feedback from a range of sources and suggested changes which could be made to improve the Charter. In the second session, we considered how we could best organise categories and capabilities for the advanced teaching standards. In the third session, there was a broad ranging discussion on how best to draft the capabilities and descriptors so they can be of greatest benefit to the teaching profession. The next step in the process is for a group to be established to undertake the writing task.

Recently an expression of interest was sent from Teaching Australia inviting people to participate in the National Standards Drafting Group. I would urge interested members of NEAT to consider joining this group. There are some excellent materials available on the Teaching Australia website (www.teachingaustralia.edu.au). There are also some hardcover copies of various papers available. I look forward to members of NEAT continuing to have an active involvement in this interesting and valuable project.

Bernard Knight, Vice President (NEAT)
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The purposes of this Newsletter are to:


inform member associations about �NEAT’s ongoing activities


seek direction and advice from member associations 


promote the interests of professional associations in Tasmania.
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