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Many thanks for the opportunity afforded by the allocation of a NEAT scholarship which allowed me to attend the AASE National Conference in Perth this year. 

This was a conference that I was particularly interested to attend for two reasons.

As a special education leader, I have supported and mentored a teacher in one of my schools through an action research process as they grapple with the quite complex task of supporting a critical mass of students with special needs in a large primary school. This teacher and a team from that school were recipients of the Tasmanian Chapter of AASE ‘Rosie’s Award’, which recognises best special education practice.

I was very keen to not only be available for practical and moral support, but to see the school acknowledged broadly for their hard work and dedication in exploring  and putting into practice practical and systemic solutions.

I was thrilled to see this schools session at the conference very well attended and appreciated. Many delegates made the effort to speak with the school team afterwards, and some very constructive conversations were had.
Though this was an obvious highlight, I thoroughly enjoyed the rest of the conference. The promise of opportunities to engage in new thinking and to have my beliefs and understanding in regards to special education stretched and affirmed was fully realised.

I particularly appreciated the contributions of Brenda Smith Myles. Her discussion of the hidden curriculum for students on the autism spectrum created a few ‘light bulb’ moments and caused me to reflect on my actions with these students across a range of domains – from individual planning and goal setting to my daily interactions with these students. I have been able to incorporate examples from her sessions in professional learning.
I note with interest that next years conference in Melbourne has its theme, ‘transition’. This has been area in sharp focus for my colleagues and I this year, so I look forward to attending.

Many thanks, again.

