
Ways Forward - Teacher support and the Australian Curriculum: Mathematics

- 2010 -

John Schuringa - Mathematics Teacher, King Island District High School

With the support of NEAT I was able to attend the Ways Forward conference convened by the Australian Association of Mathematics Teachers (AAMT).  The conference gathered 115 leaders in mathematics from across the country in order to answer the question: “How should national uptake of the Australian Curriculum: Mathematic be supported?”  In a series of discussions delegates identified and prioritised key actions to be taken in order to support teachers and schools over the implementation phase of the national curriculum.  Over the two day conference delegates considered issues including teacher professional learning, early childhood mathematics, teaching and learning resources, and student assessment.  The key actions identified through this conference have subsequently been summarised in a communiqué produced by AAMT published on their website
.

The broad cross-section of delegates and collaborative nature of the conference made for some interesting and engaging discussions.  As a teacher in the first 3 years of my career, I found the experience of working alongside numerous individuals with vast professional experience in mathematics education to be particularly valuable.  I personally participated in discussion groups which focussed on the need for professional learning time and resources, as well as groups the development of projects that increase the scope and usefulness of mathematics assessment.  The actions to be taken by AAMT in response to the work of these groups as stated in the communiqué are outlined below.

With relation to the need for professional learning time and resources AAMT will:

· “advocate to the Ministerial Council for Education, Early Childhood Development and Youth Affairs (MCEEDYA), education authorities and schools that they allocate substantial time and other resources until at least the end of 2015, to enable teacher professional learning in the context of the implementation of the Australian Curriculum: Mathematics. This commitment will include ensuring the equitable access and involvement of teachers of mathematics in regional, rural and remote schools, and transparent accountability for the resources at the school and system levels.”

· “work with its Affiliated Associations and liaise with a range of agencies including ACARA, Education Services Australia (ESA), Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations (DEEWR) and education authorities in the jurisdictions to finance, develop and deliver high quality, online professional learning resources and programs over the next five years to support the national implementation of the Australian National Curriculum: Mathematics.”

· “form a partnership with Early Childhood Australia (ECA) to advocate that MCEEDYA establish a well-funded, sustainable, strategic, long-term national collaboration to provide professional learning for teachers and other educators in the early years, including building specialist capacity in mathematics education for children 0-8 years old.”

· “compile and promote to teachers a collection of teaching/learning resources – including those of AAMT and its Affiliated Associations, as well as updated versions of currently out-of-print books, etc. – that are mapped against the Australian National Curriculum: Mathematics. Analysis and monitoring of the resources available will inform the development of new resources to meet teachers’ needs.”

With relation to assessment in mathematics AAMT will:

· “work with its Affiliated Associations and other organisations such as Australian Council for Education (ACER) and the Mathematics Education Research Group of Australasia (MERGA) to liaise with a range of agencies including ACARA, AITSL and DEEWR to finance and undertake a suite of projects that substantially expand the scope, relevance and usefulness of mathematics assessment in support of the effective implementation and monitoring of the Australian Curriculum: Mathematics.”

In light of the Ways Forward conference I view the new national curriculum as a significant opportunity to strengthen and improve teaching and learning in mathematics.  However, a document alone will not deliver change.  Real action (with appropriate funding) will be required to move us forward.  In attending this conference I have also developed a renewed appreciation for the importance and potential power of professional teaching associations such as AAMT. 

Finally, I would like to acknowledge Denise Neal for arranging my invitation to the conference, the AAMT committee for organising the conference, and NEAT for supporting me to attend the conference.
To access the Conference Communique, click below:
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