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Jodie Schafferius

I am grateful to NEAT for the scholarship to attend the BEA National Conference in Brisbane from 15 – 17 July.  Business Educators Australasia is the peak organisation for 12 subject associations that support the teaching of business education. BEA, in conjunction with its affiliated associations, aims to promote and extend business education. (http://www.afssse.asn.au/bea/index.htm#Mission) The National Conference is held bi-annually and this year was jointly hosted by BEAQ and QETA (Queensland Economics Teachers Association).  A few days of winter sunshine was definitely a bonus!

The first day consisted of site visits.  I visited The Courier Mail and The Brisbane Port Authority.  Both locations offer interesting and relevant tours that cater for students – an opportunity that many local teachers utilise.

Over the two days of the conference I attended a diverse range of sessions including:

· An overview of the increasing corporate and social responsibility requirements facing Australian businesses operating in the global environment; 

· An update of interesting and controversial Australian negligence cases decided in the past 12 months;

· An introduction to the Global Learning Centre which delivers free professional development and resources to improve student awareness of global and development issues;

· Creating your own business week;

· Making teamwork work;

· Technology in teaching accounting;

· Cooperative learning in the Business Education classroom;

· Ideas for teaching Business Organisation and Management.

Key-note speakers were Dominic Thurbon representing the Commonwealth Bank Foundation, Michelle Weaver from the Voc Ed Learning Group (VELG), Tony Kitchen from ACARA and Alex Malley from CPA Australia.

Dominic spoke about the fundamental importance of financial literacy and our importance as teachers to inspire behavioural changes.  “If not us, then who?”  Financial futures do not happen by luck, but by the information that we take on and the decisions that we make.  We move students from a current state of being unaware to a desired state of normalisation by changing learned behaviours:  unaware → aware → educated → inspired (through engaging, emotional educational experiences) → support → normalisation.  This is all done within the context of normative pressure and social context.

Michelle told her inspiring life story from a VET Business teacher in country Queensland, to the establishing Director of VELG, the 2009 Telstra Queensland Business Woman of the Year, and a finalist in the 2010 Ernst & Young Entrepreneur of the Year.  “If I can’t do it, I make it happen.”

Tony presented an update on the National Curriculum and the planning for Business and Economics in Phase 3.

Alex spoke of the importance of education, and Business education in particular.  Alex presented the romantic side of Accounting – Accountants can be rock stars!  Alex also pledged the support of CPA Australia to BEA for the inclusion, development and implementation of Business and Economics in the National Curriculum.

A valuable aspect of the conference was the exhibitors who were on site to provide resources, information and advice.  Exhibitors included CPA Australia, The Institute of Chartered Accountants, Reckon, University of Southern Queensland, ITC Publications, the Telecommunications Industry Ombudsman, Nelson Cengage Learning, the Australian Electoral Commission, the Australian Securities Exchange Ltd, TBH Publications, EDUSS Learning, the Office of Fair Trading, Jacaranda (John Wiley), Legal Eagle Publications, Macmillan Education Australia and Software Publications.

The conference dinner was held on Friday night at The River Room, Southbank with entertainment provided by St Paul’s School Jazz Band.  Superb food and excellent company was enjoyed.  A personal highlight for me was catching up with my Accounting and Economics teacher from high school.  Coincidentally, at the dinner my teacher and I sat next to two teachers who are currently working at the school I attended!  It was great to reminisce and see how things have changed!

Economics and Business Educators New South Wales (EBENSW) will be hosting the 2012 Conference in Sydney.

